
IT SPEAKS VOLUMES 
Your support, amplified. 
2024 IMPACT REPORT



While there are many voices competing for attention 
in today’s society, the Louisville community spoke 
in a unified voice on one topic this year: our libraries 
matter. From passionate and consistent advocacy to 
record generosity, you have been heard.
 
Thanks to your contributions, the Library Foundation 
raised more than $5 million, allowing us to support 
critical library programs, increase the collection of 
books and digital resources across the Louisville Free 
Public Library system, and publicly launch the One 
Library, One Louisville Capital Campaign to expand 
and reopen libraries throughout Louisville. This 
banner year also allowed us to grant the first Thomas 
Fountain Blue Innovation Award and hire a new 
Community and Civic Engagement Coordinator to 
help us collaborate more closely with the community 
as we work to secure more public funding for our 
libraries. 

We are proud to amplify your love for the Louisville 
Free Public Library. It truly does speak volumes. 

- Chandra Gordon, Executive Director
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36%  Books, E-magazines & Downloadables

  6%  Program Support

  3%  Promotional + Master Plan Support

   1%  Staff Support + Other

2024 LIBRARY FOUNDATION GRANTS TO LFPL
Using donor contributions and earnings from the 
Foundation’s endowment funds, the Library Foundation 
provided over $2 million in grants and program support 
to the Library.  To view the Library Foundation’s annual 
audited financial statements, as well as their IRS Form 
990, visit www.LFPLFoundation.org. 

TURN UP THE VOLUME



Every donation to the Library Foundation speaks 
volumes, and sometimes, we mean this quite 
literally.
 
Thanks to a $20,000 donation from the Rodes Fund, 
an endowment fund managed by the Community 
Foundation of Louisville, the Louisville Free Public 
Library (LFPL) significantly increased their collection 
of accessible materials for patrons living with 
blindness, low vision, and/or learning differences 
this year. This expansion includes an additional 200 
Wonderbooks for kids and teens and 150 Playaway 
audiobooks for all ages.
 
According to LFPL Content Manager Jody Hampton, 
Wonderbooks are the most popular accessible books 
in the library system.
 
“[Wonderbooks] are paper books that have a built-
in audio player so children with visual disabilities 
like blindness or low vision, or with reading 
disabilities like dyslexia, can follow along with the 
story by listening to it,” says Jody. “Unfortunately, 
Wonderbooks are also very expensive; the average 

YOUR DONATIONS: AMPLIFIED

price is around $60 each. Since adding them to 
the collection four years ago, they have been 
collectively checked out more than 16,000 times. 
We can’t keep them in stock.”
 
Playaway audiobooks are also heavily utilized at 
the library. These small devices come preloaded 
with popular titles and provide a portable, 
all-in-one listening experience that requires no 
screens, Wi-Fi, or additional equipment.
 
The Rodes Fund donation amplifies access to 
literature at LFPL, ensuring that every reader can 
immerse themselves in a world of imagination. 
If this is music to your ears, check out the new 
Wonderbook and Playaway collections debuting 
on the shelves of the newly renovated Portland 
Library, set to open in 2025.

The Rodes Fund is one of the Community 
Foundation’s oldest endowment funds, 
established in 1989 by donors J. Clifton Rodes 
and Jeannette S. Rodes.



ONE LIBRARY ONE LOUISVILLE CAPITAL CAMPAIGN
A BOLD VISION FOR THE FUTURE OF LOUISVILLE’S LIBRARIES

PARKLAND

TOTAL COST $6.5 MILLION
PROJECTED COMPLETION: SPRING 2025

The Parkland Library rises again, a beacon of 
hope and renewal for the resilient Parkland 
community, one of Louisville’s oldest 
neighborhoods. This renovated space will 
restore vital services and foster connection, 
learning, and opportunity.

PORTLAND

TOTAL COST $10 MILLION
PROJECTED COMPLETION: SUMMER 2025

The historic Portland Library, a community 
cornerstone since 1913, is set for a much needed 
transformation. This expansion will double 
its size, improve accessibility, and create a 
welcoming space for all Portland residents to 
gather, learn, and connect for generations.

TOTAL COST $16.5 MILLION 
PROJECTED COMPLETION: EARLY 2026

After closing in 2019, the Fern Creek Library 
is taking a big step forward. This fast-growing 
neighborhood will soon celebrate its first 
freestanding library, thanks to the tireless 
advocacy and determination of its residents.

FERN CREEK

TOTAL COST $11.1 MILLION 
PROJECTED COMPLETION: LATE 2025

The Main Library’s transformation will honor 
its historic roots and expand its role as one of 
the state’s busiest libraries. Renovations to the 
Carnegie building will reopen long-shuttered 
spaces, creating a vibrant hub for learning, 
creativity, and community.

MAIN



“At the Louisville Free Public Library, we pride ourselves on listening to 
the voices of our community and responding to the unique needs of each 
neighborhood. Thanks to the support of the Library Foundation and our 
incredible partners, we’ve been able to amplify those voices through the 
One Library, One Louisville capital campaign, which is moving full steam 
ahead. With Parkland and Portland opening in 2025 and Fern Creek and 
a major renovation of the Main Library set for completion in 2026, we’re 
building spaces to meet the needs of our community that reflect the 
aspirations of our city. 
 
As these current projects are well underway, we’re excited to announce, 
very soon, a new Master Facilities Plan that will guide us through the 
next decade. This new vision ensures that every neighborhood library will 
evolve to meet the growing needs of our community. Together, with your 
support, we’re amplifying the impact of libraries in Louisville, making 
them places where everyone can thrive.”

The One Library, One Louisville Capital Campaign 
represents a bold vision for the future of Louisville’s 
libraries – and a wave of community support for this 
vision is resounding loud and clear.
 
Since the Fern Creek, Parkland, Portland, and Main 
library projects were announced nearly two years 
ago, the Library Foundation has raised more than 
five million dollars in private support. This past year, 
the Foundation also joined hands with community 
partners and elected officials to secure an additional 
$2 million in public funding for these critical capital 
initiatives.
 
But we aren’t done yet. While the community 
“turned up the volume” on philanthropic support 
this last year, the Library Foundation is committed 

to securing an additional $3 million toward these 
projects. Thanks to a $1.5 million matching grant 
announcement from the James Graham Brown 
Foundation in June 2024, the plan is halfway 
complete!
 
Libraries have always been more than buildings. 
They are vital spaces for civic engagement, 
providing free access to knowledge, technology, 
and nationally renowned programming. And while 
Louisville continues to lag behind peer cities in 
public funding and square footage per capita, our 
city is moving decisively in a positive direction by 
increasing library access across the city.
 
Join us as we open doors on new libraries and new 
opportunities in the coming year.

FOR MORE INFORMATION OR TO DONATE TO THE CAPITAL CAMPAIGN VISIT 
ONELIBRARYONELOUISVILLE.ORG

Lee Burchfield, Director

Louisville Free Public Library



$100,000 +
Frances N. Alden Charitable Trust
Anonymous (3)
Estate of Marilyn Bierman
The Earley Family Fund
Sandra Frazier
Jean W. Frazier
Stephen C. Gault
The Gheens Foundation
W. Frank and Paula C. Harshaw
Joan D. McCombs 
Sociable Weaver Foundation

$25,000 to $99,999 
Estate of Kathleen Diane Bowling
Eileen and J. McCauley Brown
The Community Foundation  
    of Louisville, Inc.
Genentech, Inc.
Debra and Ronald Murphy
Ted and Mary Nixon
Richard Pickren
Sallie Rhyne
Taco Bell Foundation
V. V. Cooke Foundation

$10,000 to $24,999 
Linda Wolford Carter
Paul and Michelle Costel
The Dunbar Foundation
Judith A. Eastland Trust
John Harris
William Hollander and Lisa Keener
Mildred V. Horn Foundation
Alice and Wade Houston
Impact100 Louisville
LG&E and KU Energy Foundation
Herman H. Nettelroth Fund
Rodes Fund

$5,000 to $9,999
Anonymous (3)
Ambassador Matthew Barzun &  
    Brooke Brown Barzun
Estate of Glenda Bussell
June Woo Clausen
The Cralle Foundation Inc.
Linda Dabney
Eleemosynary by LMH, Inc
Bert and Jane Godchaux Emke
Friends of the Bon Air Library
Romah L. and Gene P. Gardner
Wood & Marie Hannah Foundation
Bob and Mary Lucy Hook
James B. Klump
Louisville Jefferson County  
    Metro Government
The Maplewood Foundation
Mary Agnes Norman

C. Grey Pash Jr.
William and Shirley Rutledge
Arthur K. Smith Family Foundation
Susanne Steinbock
Tad and Regan Thomas
Mary and Orme Wilson

$1,000 to $4,999
Anonymous (10)
Arbor Homes, Elite Homes
Lisa Archer
Auerbach Family Foundation
Ursula and Richard Barber
Stephen and Sharon Berger
Kyle and Giampaolo Bianconcini
Edith S. Bingham
Monty L. and Gayle Boyd
Meredith Brown
Alan and Sandi Bryant
Lee Burchfield and Selena Frye
Courtenay Foundation
Ann Davis Crane
Stephen Davis
Lisa DeJaco Crutcher and Marcus 
Crutcher
Marcie Deffenbaugh
Marie E. Dever
Anne G. Discher
Charles H. Dishman III Family  
    Foundation, Inc.
Jane A. Disney
Philip Eschels
Friends of the Library St. Matthews 
Eline Branch
Edward R. Garber
The Gardner Foundation, Inc.
Estate of Merle Gillespie Garrett
Chris and Katie Garrett
Cheryl Gibson
The Gilbert Foundation
Jennifer Glassner
Chandra N. and John D. Gordon
Mary Louise Gorman
Donald Greenwell
John R. Gregory
Brian Gupton
Diane E. Hague
Patrick J. Hanna
Elizabeth Whayne Helm Hardwick
Sandra Hartmann
Sharon Hartmann
Carol Hebel
Estate of Jean T. Hicks
Barbara E. Jarvis
Kathy Knotts
Sharon A. Lamb
Virginia Lee
Judy and Steven Lippmann
Kathryn Luttner
Katherine Mapother

Amy Mapother
William Mapother
Mapother Family Memorial Fund
Jack and Patti Marcum
Jenny and Charles Marsh
Judith McCandless
Melanie McCoy
Phil and Suzanne McHugh
Penelope T. Morton
Dr. William Moss
Michael J. Murray and Lynn Kaiser
Susan and Nick Nicholson
Louise J. Pass and David C. Summers
Bruce Phillips
Gregory A. Pilotte
Martha M. Plamp
The Estate of Maj. Gen. Dillman  
     A. Rash
Dorothy S. Ridings
Amanda Rogers
Laura M. Rogers
Jacqueline R. Rosky
Melissa and Ted Routt
Ellen and Max Shapira
Diane and Roger Shott
Ruth Simons
Vernon M. and Peggy T. Smith
Cathy and Kenny Snell
Brian and Tabitha Stivers
Allison Strickland
University of Louisville - Office of  
    Community Engagement
Dr. and Mrs. Frank P. Vannier
George E. Vranich Jr.
Kirk Wagner and Thy Phan Wagner
Carla F. Wallace and Lisa Osanka
Porter Watkins and George Bailey
Janet S. and Robert M. Watkins  
WHAS Crusade for Children
Yum! Brands Foundation
Janice Yusk and Ted Hodge

$500 to $999
Colleen & Mike Abate
Katherine Abruzzino
Mary Virginia Alexander
Anonymous (8)
Sebastian, Eleanor, and  
    Madison Benns
Cornelia W. Bonnie Revocable Trust
Jerry and Portia Brown
Thomas Buser and Sydney Schultze
Bill and Kay Campbell
Nellie Childers
Polly A. Coombs and David E. Bybee
Rose Cooper and Allen Bush
Susan Coventry and Brad Asher
Mary Jo and Glenn Davis
Alison Davis
Mrs. John C. Diebold

2023=2024 Donors2023 - 2024 DONORS



Dr. Moises and Cathy Dreszer
Robert and Robyn Ernst
Myrtle A. Fisher
Philip D. and Linda Fitzgerald
Jill L. Force and Patrick W. Mattingly
Elizabeth and Fred Frick
Friends of the Waterfront Park
Gallo Family Fund
Mike Gatton
Chris and Katie Gilbert
Pamela M. Greenwell and Michael  
     E. Rodgers
Barbara Sue and Lester J. Guillory
Sandy Gulick
June Hampe
A. B. and Judy Hoskins
The Humana Foundation
Theresa Jensen
John and Margaret Kerns
Jean E. Kreke
Louisville Water Company
R. Fairleigh and Abby Lussky
Leslie Major
Sallie and Edward Manassah
Bob and Bo Manning
Lynn C. and Roy J. Meckler
Debra D. and Andrew O.  
     Melnykovych
Barbara and Robert Michael
Anne H. T. Moore
Glenda and J. Randall Neely
Mark Nickel
Debbe and Denny Oberhausen
Leslie J. Pancratz and  
     Michael C. Hayman
Leigh and Ken Parrott
Bethany Planton
Stephen E. Poe
Carol Pye
Keith Runyon
Robin A. Schalda
Martin F. Schmidt
Katherine M. and Paul D. Schneider
Denis Smith
Karen & Farrell Smith Foundation
Jane and William Stopher
Nancy S. Stopher
Diane V. and A. Rae Taylor
Benjamin Tipton
Paul F. and Patricia B. Vissman
Marjorie D. Warden
Matthew and Kathleen Watkins
K. Michelle Weikel
Whip Mix
Deanne O. and William A. Whitman
David and Fife Wicks
Karen H. Wilson
Mike and Danah Zimmerlee 

$250 to $499
Liz Amick
Lane B. and H. Garrett Adams
Ann T. Allen
Anonymous (10)
Faith Augustine
Judy and Bob Ayotte 
Baird
David Becker
C. Barrett and Laurie A. Birnsteel
Whitney Bishop
Eunice F. Blocker
Bob and Mattie Brown
Shannon Burch
Barbara and Alex Burgard
Paul Burka
Diane C. and Robert J. Clark
Laura Clark
The Honorable Sheila A. Collins
Carol L. Cornette
Virginia B. Cromer
Jane and Jim Crowley
Anand Dash
Sharon Davenport
Steve Deckel
Gail A. DeVine
Martin P. and Virginia S. Duffy
Roger Eggerling
Linda and William Ellison
Peggy J. and John L. Erhart
Gail Evans
Heather Falmen 
Mary and Edgar Farmer
Justin Feaster
Linda W. Fields
Robert Foshee
Peter and Sarah Fuller
David Gleaves
Amy Gordon
Pamela K. and Kenneth M. Green
Lee and Jack Hancock
Sarah and David Hardy
Kaitlyn Harrison
R. Brooks and Mary K. Hatcher
Marcia and Chris Hermann
Gene and Peggy Hoffman
David Houser
Patrice and Thomas Huckaby
Joan and Richard Humke
Patty J. Kannapel
Kentucky Waterways Alliance
Christopher Klein and Erin Burke
Phillip Kollin and Brooke Heiser
Philip R. Lawver
Karen and Jerry Lentz
Robert H. Littlefield
Sally Long
Louisville Photographic Society
Louisville Photo Biennial
Eleanor Maddox

Donors listed here made gifts of 
$250 and above between July 1, 
2023 and June 30, 2024. Every 
effort has been made to ensure 
the accuracy of this listing. If there 
are omissions or errors, please 
contact the Library Foundation so 
that we may correct our records. 

Dr. Mavin Martin and Mr. Neil E. Mellen
Theresa & Mike Mattei
John H. Matthews
Marion P. and Craig J. McClain
Paula McCoy
Pamela and Carl Miller
Mary E. Moore
Carolyn and Michael Mountjoy
Windell H. Muhammad
Alan and Alesia Mullis
Andrew & Ashley Noland
Mark and Rebecca Okruhlica
Dwayne Overmyer
Paul R. Paletti Jr.
Laura Pulliam
Nancy J. Rankin and Walter W. Stokes
Gini Z. and Jack V. Reckner
Stephanie Reese
Timothy Reinert
Kenneth Reutlinger Foundation, Inc.
Sean Reynolds
James Roberts III
Raechael Robertson
Gregg A. Rochman and Maria K. Whitley
Smith Rodes and Chris Owen
Rachel Rosenfeld
Robert W. and Mary Rounsavall
Robb R. Shrader and Anna Huang Shrader
Diana Sickles
Aleece C. Smith
Elaine Stearman
Sharon Stetter
Travis Thompson
Mou Tung-Chung
Ulmer Family Foundation
Cheryl Ungerleider and John Russ
Laurie and George Vieth
Mark C. Webster
Dona F. Wells
Susan H. Wilburn
Steve and Jacquelyn Wilkins
Debra and Joseph Williams
Nancy and Thomas Woodcock
Dr. Ruth N. Wukasch
Kyle Yocum



Chris Garrett 
Chair
Melanie McCoy 
Vice Chair

Lee Burchfield 
Secretary

Brian Stivers 
Treasurer

Liz Amick  
Ashley Anderson  
Waleed Bahouth
Kendall Boyd
Florence Chang
Fannie Mae Cox 
Marcie Deffenbaugh
Katy Delahanty 
Jennifer Glassner 
Brian Gupton
Anita Riley Hall
Frank Harshaw 
Bill Hollander 
Carrye Jones
Andrea Kinser 
Kathy Knotts
Virginia Lee
Kathryn Luttner
Aaron Miller 
Phyllis Metcalf-Turner 
Allison Strickland

BOARD OF
DIRECTORS

STAFF
Chandra Gordon
Executive Director

Rebekah Farley
Dir. of Development

Kiera Hall
Dir. of Communications 

Susan V. Nicholson
Controller

Micah Ndiaye
Community and Civic  
Engagement Coordinator

Margaret Phillips
Grants Manager

Danah Zimmerlee
Executive Administrator

GRANTS TO THE LIBRARY FOUNDATION
Thank you to the businesses, foundations, and trusts that supported our library this year. 

$100,000+ 
Frances N. Alden Charitable Trust
Anonymous (2) 
The Earley Family Fund 
Gheens Foundation 
Sociable Weaver Foundation

$20,000+
Community Foundation of Louisville 
Genentech, Inc.
Rodes Fund 
Taco Bell Foundation 
V. V. Cooke Foundation

$10,000+ 
The Dunbar Foundation 
Judith A. Eastland Trust 
Mildred V. Horn Foundation
Impact100 Louisville 
LG&E and KU Foundation
Herman H. Nettelroth Fund 

$5,000+
Charles and Elizabeth Barr Foundation 
Cralle Foundation 
Eleemosynary by LMH, Inc 
Friends of the Bon Air Library 
Wood & Marie C. Hannah Foundation 
Maplewood Foundation 
Arthur K. Smith Family Foundation
WHAS Crusade for Children

$2,000+ 
Arbor Homes, Elite Homes  
Courtenay Foundation
Charles H. Dishman III Family Foundation 
Friends of the Library St. Matthews  
     Eline Branch 
Gilbert Foundation 
Louisville Jefferson County Metro  
     Government

At the Library Foundation, we love turning the page on new and innovative 
programs for kids, but we’ll never put a bookmark in the classics. Thanks to the 
generosity of donors and grant funders, library staff had the flexibility to creatively 
host more than 700 exciting programs this year while continuing to build on 
beloved staples like Summer Reading and Family S.T.E.A.M. Day. 
 
The results? Through your generosity this year, more than 1,000 youth accessed 
free, high-quality collaborative learning opportunities through Family S.T.E.A.M. 
Day, while Summer Reading brought the joy of reading to 42,519 children and 
teens across Louisville! The new Children’s Bookmobile also hit the road, delivering 
27,000 free books to kids in under-resourced areas. Thank you for empowering 
library staff to keep delivering the classics.

AMPLIFYING THE CLASSICS



All Library Employees
Steven Scott and Cheryl Jones
The Assumption English and  
     Communications Department
Jessica Williams
Virginia W. Barker
Angela Dunham
Mr. and Mrs. Lorne Belden 
Keith Runyon
Sandra K. Berman 
Harris Berman
Dr. Emily Bingham and  
     Mr. Stephen Reily 
Keith Runyon
Molly Bingham 
Keith Runyon
Mrs. Barry Bingham, Jr. 
Keith Runyon
Ms. Eleanor Bingham Miller 
Keith Runyon
Bon Air Friends 
Patricia Beckham
Ceci and Dale Bowden 
Mary Bradley  
Angela Dunham
Margaret Bowers 
Carrye B. Jones
Matching gift from Brooklyn 
Katherine Claiborne
Alan O. Bryant 
Rayma Norton
Margot Bulka 
Barb Austin 
Laura Bates
Peter Bulka
Lavinia C. Filiatreau
Brianna Munoz
Brenna Cade 
Haley Cade
Patty Cambron
Anonymous 
Terri Campbell
Rebecca Campbell
Lucy Crawford 
Elizabeth and Fred Frick
Crescent Hill Library Staff
Edward R. Garber  
Callie Crocket 
Louise R. Wall
Stephen Disney and  
     Ann Disney Davino  
Jane A. Disney 
Steve and Tish Deffenbaugh 
Marcie Deffenbaugh
Angela Dunham 
Virgina W. Baker

Bert and Jane Emke 
Keith Runyon 
Donald and Elaine Stern
Caroline Ferro 
Ron Ferro
Jane Froelke 
Sarah A. Swift
Sarah and Peter Fuller 
Leigh and Ken Parrott
Melinda and George Galtress 
Hardy and Mike Mowry
Stephen C. Gault
Mike and Elly O’Connell 
Jenny and Charles Marsh
Robert Gieszl 
Clarence and Mary Barton
Chandra N. Gordon 
Jerry and Portia Brown
Our Grandchildren 
Dennis and Kathy Monroe
Mr. and Mrs. John S. Greenbaum 
Keith Runyon
Pam Greenwell 
Cynthia Adelberg
Natalie Jacobs Hall 
David and Diane Jacobs & Family
Dina Merrell and Tim Hartford 
Charlotte M. and Ronald Walford
Highlands-Shelby Park Branch Staff 
Elisabeth Foshee
Cheryl Johnson 
Melanie Hickey
Eleanor Jordan 
Maria A. Price
Ms. Nana Lampton 
Keith Runyon
Cathy and David Lee 
Peggy Baas
Library Employees 
Lan T. Nguyen-Colgate
Judy Lippmann
Susan Baker
Paul Rosenfeld 
Rachel Rosenfeld
William Rosenfeld
LIT FIT Book Club 
Sharmille A. Sawyer
Louisville Free Public Library Staff 
Audrey Blair
Bob and Les Marcellino’s 50th            
     Anniversary 
Susan and Robert Means
Sarah Marlow 
Bill and Kay Campbell
Josie and Allie Martin 
Richard and JoAnn Bealer

Andrew Matthews 
Debbie Smith
Mary Means 
Susan and Robert Means
The Munnich-Dash Family 
Kathy Ryan
Susan Nicholson 
Eunice F. Blocker
Cindy Nutt 
Eleanor Maddox
Patricia Oliver 
Dana L. Oliver
Molly Link and Norma Pfaff 
Ann C. Adams
Mona and Rick Powell 
Mary Bradley
Dorothy Reeves 
Douglas Reeves
Andrew and Raechael    
   Robertson 
Ellen O. and Michael Robertson
Carol Sexton 
Katherine Garbarino
Carolyn Sieffertt 
Michelle Seiffertt
Lisa Smith 
Denis Smith
Rachel Smith 
Bob and Bo Manning
Katie Sperr-Crane 
Ann Davis Crane
Jeff Squyres 
Kaitlyn Squyres
Nancy and Bob Stopher 
Peter and Sarah Fuller
Cathy and Ed Stopher 
Mary Bradley
Mark Streble 
Elizabeth Lanshima
Dr. and Mrs. Thomas  
   Payne Sweets 
Keith Runyon
Ukranian People 
Kirk Wagner and  
   Thy Phan Wagner
Cheryl Ungerleider 
Eric Russ
Frank P. Vannier, Jr. 
Dr. and Mrs. Frank P. Vannier
Richard “Dick” Graves Voigt, MD, 
Melissa Draut
Charlotte Walford 
Dina Merrell
Bob Welsh 
Kathleen Mayfield

HONORARIA

The Library Foundation is thankful to receive 
gifts to honor or memorialize family, friends, 
and loved ones.  Individuals honored through 
a tribute are listed in bold type below.

TRIBUTES



MEMORIALS

L. T. Adams 
Lt. Col. Mary K. Broussard and  
    Major Allen D. Broussard
Timothy James Allman 
Julia Graff
Margie J. Bailey 
Jayne K. Griffes
Alberta B. Baldwin 
Celia B. Koppert
Juretta Bamber 
Marilyn K. and Michael J. McGuire
Christopher Bealer 
Richard and JoAnn Bealer
Mary C. Bingham 
Edith S. Bingham
Martha Brennan 
Dave and Susan McCulloch Vislisel
Mark Brewer 
Tracy Heightchew
Barbara Ann Brown 
Mary Brigid Haragan
Jane H. Brown 
Nancy McWhorter
Tom Brown 
Mary Lou and Bill Marzian
Meredith Brownstein 
Daniel Simon

David Buechler 
Elaine Boone
Paul Burka
Diane Chreste
John David Dyche
Gregg Hovious
Susan Kinny
Tim and Cathy Martin
Stephen F. Schulz
B.J. Sweazy and Family
Sandra Wagner
Sandra Westrich
Kyle Yocum
Matthew Buechler 
Janice and Sam Blythe
Mary Ann Carlisle
Patricia S. Clifford
Terrence Cody
Sam Deckel
Steve Deckel
Jenny Duffy
Anna Frye
Patricia A. Gipperich
Michelle Gruslin
Jean L. Hanley
Robert and Katrina Patton
Stephen E. Poe

Marcia and Bruce Roth
B.J. Sweazy and Family
John Thomas
Ulmer Family Foundation
Sandra Wagner
Sandra Westrich 
Barbara Zwischenberger
Becky Cardwell 
Paula Walker
Mary Cavanagh 
Karen Cavanagh
Ann Stocker Coates 
Bob and Bo Manning
Felicia Corbett 
Stephen and Lee Ann Messimer
H. Scott Davis lll 
C. Barrett and Laurie A. Birnsteel
Lydia Dobbs 
Kurt and Linda Dobbs
Rita Douthitt 
Ms. Elizabeth D. Byrne
Elsie S. Duffy 
Martin P. and Virginia S. Duffy
Thomas Eaton Dunbar 
The Dunbar Foundation
Mrs. Wanda Duncan 
Crescent Hill Employees
Mary Eschels 
Philip Eschels
Cindy Foshee 
Robert Foshee
John L. and Margaret Gatton 
Mike Gatton
Beth Geogehagen 
Dave and Susan McCulloch Vislisel
D. Dyche Gregory 
Anchorage Book Club
Dennis Guagliardo 
Charlotte M. and Ronald Walford
Keith G. Hanley 
Jeane Hanley and Patti Bell
James R. Hanley 
Jeane Hanley and Patti Bell
Dr. Phil J. Harbrecht 
Teresa W. Harbrecht
Gwendolyn Hartmann 
Sharon Hartmann 
Sandra Hartmann
Ann Helman 
Louis S. Helman
Sam and Isabel Helman 
Louis S. Helman

Jean Hicks 
Cristina and Garrett Coner
Jayne L. Hollander, M.D. 
Gregory A. Pilotte
Diann Huck 
Cathy Zion
Don Hussey 
Johanna Camenisch
Faye Ragsdale-Hussey 
Johanna Camenisch
Betty James 
Sandra J. and Scott T. Price
Marjorie S. Johnson 
Matthew and Kathleen Watkins
Turkey Jones 
Jessica Carner 
Rebekah Farley
Denise Kaiser 
Gail Evans
Michael Kenny 
The Kenny Family
Elizabeth Kownacki 
Lynette Seadler
Merril D. Kragel 
Kay Kragel
Dr. Laura Reed 
Ruth Schneider
Phillip and Belle Levy 
Louis S. Helman
Richard Whitney Lewis 
James and Susan Mezi
Whitney Lewis 
Jane Goldstein
Rev. Harold Linn 
Joanne Linn
Rev. James A. and Calcia Lyle 
Lucy Fluke
Joan Hendricks Mayhugh 
Cathy Wilson
Patrick and Elizabeth Meehan 
Kate Cunningham
Stephen Merker 
Sharon A. Lamb
Mark T. (Tom) Miller, Jr. 
Katherine Abruzzino
James E. Abruzzino
Kathy Adams
Scott Beckam
Book Club
Laura Clark
Anonymous (2)
Stephen Ellis
Stuart Esrock
Cindy Garrett
Sally Ann Greenfield

TRIBUTES



Jane M. Haase
Debra Hadad
Bob Jenne
Jeremy Kelley
Norton Commons, LLC
Michael Laun
Paula McCoy
Suzanne Mowry
Beth Murray
Tony Newell
Christine Preservati
Katie Rath
Sara Smith
Patty Steffen & Family
Sandra Walt
Tony Walt
Amber Wilson
Jeanette Niner
Mary Annette Hackett
Jane Hartman O’Brien 
Laurie Mercke
Lewis and Goldye Opper 
Louis S. Helman
Diane Palka 
Cheryl Gibson
Our Parents 
R. Brooks and Mary K. Hatcher
Carl “Mickey” Perry 
Michelle Perry
Katie Phillips 
Margaret Phillips
Catharine Phillips
Margaret Phillips
James and Christopher Pile 
Sue Pile
Larry D. Pitts 
Terry and Carol South 
Laverne C. Powers 
Theresa A. Powers
Elaine B. Purdom 
Nancy McWhorter
Mary E. Quin 
Patricia Tynes
Norma Rebik 
Lucy F. Crawford 
Dr. Laura Reed 
Ruth Schneider
Sr. Judith Rice, OSU 
Kathy Paper
Katherine Louisa Riehm 
Mary Elder
Nana Lampton
Meredith Loeb
Katherine Mapother
Lindy B. Street

The Library Foundation is thankful to receive gifts to honor 
or memorialize family, friends, and loved ones.  Individuals 
memorialized through a tribute are listed in bold type below.

The following individuals chose 
to build on their legacy by 

bequeathing a portion of their 
estate to the Library Foundation 

this year.

Merle Gillespie

Marilyn Bierman

Kathleen Diane Bowling

Judith A. Eastland

Elizabeth Whayne Helm    
    Hardwick

Jean T. Hicks

Maj. Gen. Dillman A. Rash

Glenda Bussell

 
To learn more about supporting 
the Library Foundation in your 
will or trust, please contact our 

office. We’re happy to assist you!

LEGACY
PARTNERS

Edith Wells
Sarah Roy 
Ceci and Dale Boden
Chenault Conway
Marcia E. Dorman
Nancy Douglas
Meredith Erickson
Chandra N. and John D. Gordon
Mary E. Moore
Martha Ormsby
Jacqueline R. Rosky
Martha Walton
Edith Weyland
Susan H. Wilburn
Dr. Raymond Russman 
Carol and Jacob Wishnia
Mr. and Mrs. Paul M. Schmid 
Regina H. Schmidt
Jim Shearn 
Marjorie and Bob Kohn
Charles E. Smoot Jr. 
The Becker Family
Bessie Stilgar 
Gayle Newcom
Dustin Strong 
Angela G.  Morris
Teri 
Martin Faines and Kimberly Owens
David Turner, Jr. 
Pamela and Dirk Turner
Donald Vish 
Sandra Frazier
Glenn Walters 
Joy Walters
Lowry Watkins, Sr 
Lowry Watkins Jr.
Barbara Hendrix Watson 
Martha Frances Watson 
Maria Hardy Webb 
Kenneth L. Karem
Dorothy Weppler 
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This year, the Library Foundation awarded the inaugural 
Thomas Fountain Blue Innovation Award. Intended 
to uplift the voices of library staff and provide critical 
support for branch needs that might not otherwise be 
met, this new $10,000 annual grant is awarded to a 
single, innovative project proposed by Louisville Free 
Public Library staff. Selection of the winning proposal is 
overseen by a committee of community volunteers via 
an equitable, community-driven scoring process.
 
The winning proposal for the 2024 Thomas Fountain 
Blue Innovation Award, submitted by Programs 
Coordinator Maggie Fixler, is titled “Innovation Through 
Culinary Literacy” and will transform the Activity 
Room at the Southwest Regional Library into a multi-
functional space aimed at implementing culinary 
programs and addressing the need for innovative 
food literacy initiatives within the southwest Louisville 
community. A significant piece of this initiative includes 
the purchase of an all-in-one, hands-on mobile kitchen, 
including the tools and equipment, lesson plans, 
and storage space required for all-ages educational 
programming.
 
Named after trailblazing African American librarian 
Thomas Fountain Blue, this new award is a testament to 
the Library Foundation’s belief in the pioneering spirit 
of Louisville Free Public Library (LFPL) staff. For more 
information about the Thomas Fountain Blue Fund or to 
donate, please contact the Library Foundation.

THOMAS FOUNTAIN BLUE FUND

A heartfelt thanks to the inaugural Thomas 
Fountain Blue Innovation Fund Committee 
members!


